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23.10.19
This newsletter may be quite a lengthy one to round up the half term. There is some important
information to share so you may wish to grab a cup of tea!
tea
Last week we invited prospective parents into school
ahead of them choosing a Primary Schoo
School place for
their little ones. I did an introductory talk in the hall,
FROGS served tea, coffee, juice and biscuits and our
new Year 6 Prefects conducted the tours of school.
They were INCREDIBLE – they had been given some
headings to think about and had w
worked hard to think
about what they wanted to say about our AMAZING
school to these special visitors. They spoke with such confidence and presented themselves to
such a high standard that I was left looking on in awe, full of an immense sense of pride. The
They
demonstrated everything that I am passionate about our
ou children becoming before they leave
Primary School: that they are confident, kind, self-aware
self
young people, full of resilience and who
can persevere through tricky scenarios and situations adapting ass they go to what is required of
them.
Our visitors were certainly impressed, brimming with their own compliments for the children. For
me, the choice is easy: they should choose Goldsborough CE Primary School, but we wish them
luck in finding the school that is right for their children.
SAFEGUARDING - Online Safety:
This week it was brought to my
attention that some unkind messages
were being written online from pupils at
our school. It was also brought to my
attention that children had been in
videos on Tik-Tok
Tok posing in their
underwear and in their school uniform
from the school toilets.
Please can I remind everyone that mobile phones are not allowed in school. If they are required for
personal reasons, this must be agreed with me and they must be
be handed in to the office first thing,
stored in the school office all day and collected by the child at the end of the day.
Often we worry about strangers online but we must also educate children about the world they now
live in and the interactions they
y have. The rise of the internet has created amazing opportunities to
learn and explore the world around them. But it’s also given bullies a powerful new plat
platform to target
children. Parents
s generally think the best advice is to just ignore bullies as in tthe old ‘sticks and
stones’ rhyme. However, as cyberbullies aren’t restricted to the school playground, and with the
multiple internet-enabled
enabled devices and plethora of Social Media that children access nowadays,
cyberbullies have 24-hour
hour access to torment and
an abuse them.
It is my job to keep our children safe, so I spent some time in Class 3 and Class 4 discussing the
impact of writing unkind messages on social media.
media If you haven’t seen the campaign video,
search for ‘Internet Matters: Sticks and Stones’ and
and you should be able to see it.
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Please can I politely request that for those children who use Social Media, even if it is on an adult’s
phone, that messages written and content shared is monitored. With the rise of poor mental health
for young people as
s a result of interactions on Social Media,
Media, this is an ever challenging task but
one that must be a priority for everyone.
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ is an informative site that explains apps and games for p
parents. It
provides and age rating and an overview of potential risks.
See some examples below from net-aware.
net
TikTok
–
seemingly
harmless at first
glance.

TikTok – Age Rating of
13+

TikTok – Parents’ View of
the Risks based on what
they have experienced /
seen.
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Instagram, a very popular one with young
people has the following
ing ‘Parents’ view of
the risks…’

Net-aware
aware is also very good at explaining these games and apps from the perspective of the
children who like to enjoy them and from a parental point of view.

I would recommend having a good look around this site as it is a great tool for educati
educating
parents about Social Media, and popular games.
Congratulations:
FROGS raised £137 with the Harvest Cake Raffle – the winner was
Mrs Kirsty Jones who won this excellent allotment-style cake which
was kindly baked by Mrs Henwood, thank you.
you Look out for more
updates from FROGS in their newsletters.
newsletters
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After School Club
Cost structure:
3.15 - 4.40pm
3.15 - 6pm

£6
£10

For those children attending an activity club first, for example multi-sports
multi sports club, parents would pay
for the activity and then pay for the after school club separately as below) :
4.15 - 4.40pm
4.15 – 6pm

£3
£6

The new After School arrangements are set to be in place after half term. We are very excited
about this as many of you have requested this for a long time as Mrs Clayton's
Clayton's popular Child
Minding Service is full.
We have had many meetings with Mrs Clayton, hoping to encourage her to be part of the on site
team but the decision was taken by her to remain in her current role. We wish her every luck
moving forward as she
e remains an important part of our school team for breakfast club and lunch
time.
We have had open and honest discussions over a period of many weeks - she fully understands
and supports the fact that school has an obligation to provide a service for oth
other families and that
the children who currently use her service will continue to do so, and she has been involved in
discussions explaining the reasoning around pricing. Again, please can explain that this is
something new and may have to be tweaked - the aim is for this service to be cost neutral over
time, considering natural fluctuations in attendance.
If you have any questions,, please speak to Miss Pickard about this.
Reminders:
FROGS: Hot Hair Day: Friday 25th October - £1
Playground Help: Contact
tact David on 07967816004 / david.blackshaw@arlafoods.com
david.blackshaw@arlafoods.com.
Newsletters:
Rather than committing to the newsletters being weekly, I have made the decision to send them on
a more ad-hoc basis when there is news and updates to share. This may mean they are
sometimes sent weekly but in other instances, a newsletter won’t be sent at all. Updates of the
work children are doing can be found on the school twitter accounts and on the class website
pages,
es, so please check those to see what we have been up to.
There will always be a newsletter during the first week of a half term as this will outline any coming
dates, and in the last week of the half term.
In any new headship, many things like newsletters
newsletters become ‘under review’ as it is a good time to
seek the thoughts of the staff team in order to make a new plan moving forward.
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Thank you!
As a final point, I would like to extend a heart-felt
heart
thank you for
making my first half-term as your Headteacher
Headteach such a wonderful
experience.
I feel very settled and ‘at home’ in my new role - I have had the
most fantastic time getting to know the children and sharing their
achievements.. I can’t wait to see what exciting topics they will be
learning about next half term.
Unfortunately, on 25th October I am attending my uncle’s funeral, so I won’t be at school
school.
th
Have the most wonderful half-term
term holiday. I’ll see you on Tuesday 5 November (Monday 4th is a
training day).
Miss Pickard

