Curriculum Newsletter

The Nidd Wharfe Federation
‘Working together to be the best that we can be’

Oak- September - October 2025

The Christian / Human Values we are exploring this half term are: Kindness and Creation

Our ‘Big Thinking’ SMSC Question for this half term is: ‘How did people in the past show kindness? What did they believe about creation?’

This half term in English, our writing will be closely
linked to our topic on the Ancient Greeks.

In the first week, we will focus on developing
sentence construction using Colourful Semantics—a
strategy that breaks down sentences into colour-
coded sections to support understanding of grammar
and sentence structure.

. dﬂlng .H

Following this, we will begin writing a non-chronological report
about Ancient Greece. Key areas of focus will include cohesion,
structure, historically accurate vocabulary, and the effective use of
conjunctions and adverbials of time and place.

. Later in the term, we will explore myths and legends, concentrating

4 on the story of Theseus and the Minotaur. Through reading a variety
of myths, we will analyse their impact and structure, using them as inspiration to write
our own fictional narratives. During this unit, we will focus on descriptive writing,
narrative structure, cohesion, and the accurate use of punctuation.
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In reading, we will introduce a new approach to developing fluency
and comprehension called the Fluency Factory. Each day, pupils
will spend 15 minutes engaging with a focus text, helping them
progress from ‘learning to read’ to ‘reading to learn’. Additionally,
we will have a weekly reading comprehension lesson, with a
focus this half term on developing skills in answering retrieval
questions.
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In Maths we will be focusing our learning this half term on the knowledge of place
value, understanding the value of digits, ordering and comparing numbers,
partitioning and rounding numbers up to a million.

Place Value
1,234, 567
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We will also be developing our knowledge on the four operations (addition,
subtraction, division and multiplication). We will be learning written methods in order
to complete an addition or subtraction question more than 4 digits by 4 digits,
developing their ability to check their answers by doing the inverse operation and
rounding. We will also be focusing ontheir understanding of prime, square and cubed
numbers and common factors. We will also be multiplying and dividing by the powers
of 10 (10, 100 and 1000).

Hundreds

Threaded through all of these topics, we will be developing our ability to solve multi-
step problems and identifying the most effective methods. We will also be improving
our reasoning, spotting patterns and make generalisations when working on
mathematical problems.




How can | help?
Children to read for a minimum of 15 minutes reading every night (logged by
the children and noted in their Planner).

Recommended Reads:

Brightstorm: A Sky-Ship Adventure by Vashti Hardy. A thrilling steampunk
adventure following siblings Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm as they try to
find out what happened to their explorer father.

The Song Walker by Zillah Bethell. The Song Walker is a soulful story that
beautifully serenades the reader with themes of freedom, identity, music and
heritage. Zillah Bethell’s writing always takes readers to new horizons.

Spelling:
Learn the list of spellings which are given to the children, the patterns

change every week. The children should also be practicing their Year 5 and
6 statutory words, these can be found in their planners.

Curriculum: Key Skills, Knowledge and Enrichment



Topic — Geography
Our focus is: Ancient Greece
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This half term,
we will be learning all about the Ancient Greeks. We will
begin by placing the Ancient Greek period on a timeline,
using maps, we will locate Greece and explore its
geographical setting. As we delve deeper, we'll discover
what daily life was like, including what people wore, where
they lived, how they bathed, and the kinds of jobs they did.
We will learn about the origins of democracy and understand
how this system of government began in Ancient Greece.
We'll also explore the history of the Olympic Games—how
they started, the events involved, and the evidence that tells
us about them. In addition, we will study the importance of
Ancient Greek architecture, learning key facts and identifying
famous examples. We'll find out who some of the great
Ancient Greek philosophers were, learning interesting facts
about at least one of them. Finally, we will explore the
meanings behind Greek myths and why they were so
important to the people of Ancient Greece.

Greater Depth Challenges: Your child will be challenged
to deepen their understanding of the Ancient Greek period
exploring their lasting impact. They will make connections
between ancient Greek democracy and our modemn
democratic systems. In addition, they will learn about
influential Ancient Greek philosophers and explain the
significance of their ideas and how these have shaped the
way we think today.

Applied through: History and English lessons

Science

Our focus is: Properties and Changes in
Materials

Skills / knowledge to be developed: This learning
focuses on exploring the properties of everyday
materials—such as hardness, solubility,
transparency, conductivity, and magnetism—to
compare and group them effectively. It includes
understanding how some materials dissolve to form
solutions and how substances can be recovered.
Learners apply their knowledge of solids, liquids,
and gases to separate mixtures using filtering,
sieving, and evaporation. They also investigate the
suitability of materials for specific purposes based
on evidence from tests. Additionally, they explore
reversible changes like dissolving and mixing, and
identify irreversible changes that create new
materials, such as burning or reactions with acids.

Greater Depth Challenges: Children will be able
to independently ask scientific questions.

Applied through: Discussions, carrying out
investigations and conducting research.

P.E
Our focus is: Striking and fielding

éf

Skills/knowledge to be developed:

This half-term, children will be building on their
physical skills by developing their forehand
and backhand techniques, as well as
improving their passing and fielding abilities.
Alongside these practical skills, they will
continue to explore and understand the key
qualities of good sportsmanship, such as
teamwork, respect, fairness, and encouraging
others, both in practice and during competitive

play.

Greater Depth Challenges:

| can choose a tactic for defending and
attacking and explain my choice using subject
specific terminology.

Applied through: PE lessons.

How can | help?

You can support their child’s knowledge of the Ancient Greeks by
exploring books, documentaries, or online resources together,
discussing Greek myths and historical facts.

How can | help?

Simple activities like comparing the hardness or transparency of
household items, testing which objects are magnetic, or observing
what dissolvesin water can reinforce classroom learning. Cooking
and baking offer great opportunities to explore dissolving, mixing, and
changes of state—such as melting, freezing, or boiling—and to talk
about which changes are reversible or not.

How can | help?

Please ensure that children have PE kit (including
trainers) for the whole week as other indoor and
outdoor sessions might take place at alternative times.




Art

Our focus is: Colour/Painting
and Drawing

Skills / knowledge to be

developed: In art this term, children wil
explore how to use colour and drawing
techniquesto expressideas and emotions,
inspired by the work of Vincent Van Gogh
and Jean-Michel Basquiat. They will leam
to mix primary and secondary colours to
create a wide range of tertiary colours,
tints, tones, and hues, and will develop
colour palettes based on themes found in
the environment. By studying how these
artists used colourand mood in their work,
children will begin to apply similar
techniquesin their own painting. They wil
experimentwith differenttools and media,
including acrylics, to build confidence in
mark-making. Children will practise
techniques such as shading, cross-
hatching, and perspective, using sketching
and observational studies to develop ideas
before producing final pieces.

Applied through: Art Lessons

Our focus is: Hi
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Skills / knowledge to be developed:
We will be learning to recite a short text with
accurate pronunciation, identify and describe
different buildings commonly found on the high
street, and compare similarities and differences
between high streets in their own country and
those in France.
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Core Vocabulary
ilya there is
un marché a market
un magasin a shop

un supermarché a supermarket

une poste a post office
une banque a bank

un café a café

une mairie a town hall

un magasin de
vétements

a clothes shop

une boulangerie a bakery

Applied through: French lessons.

PSHE / Wellbeing

Our focus is: Relationships —
Families and Friendships
Skills / knowledge to be
developed:

We will be learning what makes a healthy
friendship and how to help others feel
included, both in person and online. We will
explore the effects of peer influence and the
pressure to seek peerapproval, and develop
strategies—such as assertive
communication and exit techniques—to
manage these situations. We will understand
that friendships can face challenges and
change over time, and we will learn positive
ways to resolve disputes and appreciate the
value of forming new and diverse
friendships. We will also be taught how to
recognise when a friendship feels unsafe or
uncomfortable and know when and how to
seek support.

Applied through: PSHE lessons.

R.E.

Our focus is: What matters most
to Christians and Humanists?
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Skills / knowledge to be
developed: Children will learn about how
Christians and Humanists both seek to live
meaningful and ethical lives, but their beliefs
about what matters most differ. Christians
often find purpose through faith in God,
following Jesus’ teachings, and living
according to Biblical values such as love,
compassion, and justice. In contrast,
Humanists focus on human reason, empathy,
and science to guide moral decisions,
believing that people can lead fulfilling lives
without belief in a deity. Both perspectives
emphasize the importance of relationships,
community, and making a positive impact in
the world.

Greater depth challenges: Children
will be able to explain the similarities and
differences between Christian and humanist
views. They will then be able to relate this to
their own life.

Applied through: RE lessons and
Collective Worship.

How can | help?

Encourage your child to do lots of
art outside of school. Talk to them
about the artists they are studying
in school.

practice their French at
home. Children can
practise their French
using the free app
Duolingo.

How can | help?

Encourage your child to
duolingo

How can | help?

Encourage your child to talk to you
about their PSHE lesson. Talk what
a healthy relationship looks like and
how we can support out friendships.

How can | help?

Encourage your child to talk to you
about their RE lessons, explore
different religions together and
promote their curiosity and
acceptance of everyone.

Computing

How can | help?




Our focus is: Presentations/App Prototype

Skills / knowledge to be developed: Children will be
confidentinselecting the most suitable applicationto showcase
my learning and can effectively format text to fit its purpose. |
regularly publish online content, considering both audience and
intent, and can design multimedia-rich app prototypes using
hyperlinks. | also create presentations, websites, and eBooks
tailored to specific audiences, and | evaluate my work to identify
areas for improvement.
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Applied through: computing lessons, using a range of apps on iPads and
laptops.

To remind your child of the importance of being safe online and checking your
parental filters.
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You Tube

WhatsApp Roblox Fortnite
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Messenger Twitch Discord TikTok

Instagram

Homework

Any Other Information / Dates for the Diary

Ongoing Homework

Reading: a minimum of 15 minutes reading every night (logged by the
children and noted in their Planner).

KIRF Target: See homework book.

Maths: Please use Times Tables Rockstars weekly to practise rapid recall
skills.

Spellings: Learn the list of spellings which are given to the children each
week. The patterns change every week. The children should also be
practising their Year 5 and 6 statutory words, these can be found in their
planners on page 127.

Weekly homework set to be completed in homework books.

Please encourage your children to discuss their homework at home in
order that they develop the skills of explanation and reasoning.

We encourage you to follow our school X account (formerly Twitter)
@GS_Federation.

We regularly post updates and photographs of what your children
are learning in class alongside other important school information,
reminders and updates.

Dates for the diary:

Wednesday 3 September -School Opens

October — Black History Month

Thursday 2" October — National Poetry Day

Tuesday 7t October — Wellbeing Walk

Monday 13t October — Active Photography (Individual and Siblings)
Thursday 14t October — Movie Night (FROGS)

Tuesday 215t October — KS2 Key Skills Football Tournament
Thursday 23 October — Harvest Festival at 2pm

Friday 24! October — 2"d November — Half Term Holiday

We kindly ask that your child does not bring any personal belongings into school with them such as stationary, teddy bears, playing cards and sports equipment.

School has lots of equipment that is provided for them in the classroom and at
Thank you, as always, for your continuous help and support. If you have any q
to arrange a meeting after school.

Mrs Athey.

break times.

ueries, please do not hesitate to contact us or make an appointment at the office




